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Lesson Focus 


Today's grammar point reviews the basic sentence pattern using desu. In the introductions covered previously, the structure " 
[name] desu" was used to identify one's own name. In this instance, the subject ("I") is inferred. This pattern can be used to 
identify not only names, but also objects, attributes and more. In today's lesson, this same pattern, with the subject still in- 
ferred, was used in conjunction with the interrogative ka particle in order to ask the question: 


BETTI D. 
Gakusei desu ka? 
"Are you a student? (Literally,"student?")" 


The pattern is very simple: 
X desu. / X desu ka? 


Today, we will focus on using a noun in the place of X. By taking advantage of the tendency in Japanese to infer things, one 
can use this structure to express many ideas, even with the limited vocabulary introduced thus far in the Newbie lessons. For 
example, using today's vocabulary, if someone were to ask you what a building was, you could answer: 


FRTCT o 
Gakk6 desu. 
"It is a school." 


Or in the case of a question, you could point at a building and ask: 


PRCT M, 
Gakk6 desu ka? 
"Is that a school?" 


If you were to run into a friend at the local shopping mall, and your friend was with a person you did not know, you could ask: 


RECT A. 
Tomodachi desu ka? 
"Is he/she a friend?" 


To which your friend could reply: 


IkLU. BGECT 
Hai, tomodachi desu. 
"Yes, he/she is a friend." 


As you can see, this pattern, although extremely simple, can be very flexible. However, do keep in mind that you are taking 
advantage of inference, and if the subject of the sentence is not clear from context, the meaning of the sentence will also be 
unclear. 
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